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— I thought that would be too 
rude and crude/’ 
Nonetheless, she picked up 
on what she calls Marina Os- 

zest for life. The actress fo- 
cused on letting her portrayal 
flow from the accent “It’s 
like a mask, really, or a new 
pair of shoes. If you get the 
accent right, the other char- 


Helena Bonham Carter 
wasn’t even born when John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated, 
and much of wh^t she knew 
about the shooting and Lee 
Harvey Oswald came from 
the movie JFK. 

“I certainly didn’t know of 
the existence of Marina, nor 
of her children,” says the 
British actress, 27. 

Best known for the lush 
Merchant-Ivory period mov- 
ies A Room With a Vie w and 
Howards End Bonham Car- 
ter put away those corsets 
and took a crash course on 
i the Dallas shooting before 


asacoui 


cret activities. 

‘They obviously had a tem- 
pestuous relationship," she 
says. “They might have con- 
nected in such a way that 
they set each other off/’ 
Filming took place over 
three weeks in Moscow and 
Texas. Though she’s used to 
the more leisurely pace of 
films, “I loved it I was exhila- 
rated at the speed. You didn’t 
have time to think; that’s of- 
ten a good thing for acting.” 
In the movie, Marina 
dreads November, and this 
year will probably be worse 


starring in NBCs Fatal De- 
ception: Mrs. Lee Harvey Os- 
wald , airing tonight 
Told in flashbacks and 
flash forwards, the story 
opens with his widow as a 
Russian immigrant, adrift 
and ostracized in Dallas with 
two young daughters and iim- { 
ited English skills, 

“I think she’s been given a 
pretty hard time. She was an 
innocent sort of bystander,” 
Bonham Carter says. A pari- 
ah to those who thought her 
husband acted alone, and a 
disappointment to eoaspiracy 
theorists, Marina took it from 
all sides, the actress says. 

“Hopefully this shows how 
much pressure she was un- 
der, the bewildered state In 
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HISTORY MAKERS: Frank Whaley and Helena Bonham 
Carter are the troubled Oswalds in NBC’s ‘Fatal Deception/ 
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which she testified” before he didn’t do it on his own. He 


